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Medicines policy for Jesson’s CE Primary School.
At Jesson’s CE Primary School we acknowledge that, at times, children require a range of medications to be in school to allow your child to be safe/ comfortable. We have developed this policy to prevent medical exclusion of any child, so they can continue to access valuable learning and experiences within school.
No medications are allowed to be brought into school by children or there will be phone call home and parents will be asked to either complete the relevant paperwork, or collect the medication, as soon as possible. This is to ensure both the safety of all children, the child requiring medication, and the other children who attend the school.
Inhalers
Where children require the use of a reliever inhaler we request that parent/ carer completes a ‘School Asthma/ Viral use inhaler Health Care Plan’ for each child. This will give the school staff as much information that will be of benefit to your child, the triggers and the way to relieve your child’s symptoms as efficiently as possible. We request two reliever inhalers to be provided, along with a spacer.
Where two reliever inhalers are provided, the first reliever inhaler will be kept either with your child, or by your child’s teacher, so that it is available for their immediate use if/when required. The second reliever inhaler is kept at first aid so that it is available if the first is lost or unusable for any reason.

An emergency reliever inhaler is available if necessary, for those children who have a ‘School Asthma/ Viral use inhaler Health Care Plan’ if their own reliever inhaler is unusable or unobtainable for any reason.
Other Medications
Jesson’s CE Primary School accepts prescribed medications that are either four times per day or are time sensitive, such as with/ before/ 1 hour after food. A ‘Parental agreement for school administration of medicine’ must be fully completed.
If your child has a three times per day prescribed medication it is expected that it will be given before school, straight after school and before bed time and therefore not administered by school.

The school will not give your child medicine, including creams/ emollients, unless you complete and sign this form. 

Medicines within school are kept in a locked cabinet for safe storage where required.

Where medication has to be stored at a low temperature, it is stored in a dedicated locked refrigerator.

In a recent move forward, with the support and recommendation of Dudley MBC, we do accept ‘over the counter’ medication to be given to children in school. There are strict guidelines on this type of medication accepted:
-A ‘Parental agreement for school administration of medicine’ must be fully completed.

-The use of non-prescribed medicines will normally be limited to a 48hr period after which medical advice should be sought by the parent/ carer. 

-In some cases, such as menstruation pain or hay fever treatment, unresponsive to daily medication, it may be appropriate to facilitate ongoing medication.

-Where time sensitive medication has been given to a child before school, a written note stating when the medication was given on that day should be sent in. 

-If the school is at all unsure of any medication times a phone call to the telephone number provided on the first page will be made before medication can be given.

-Medication provided has to have been given without adverse effect in the past.
-Medication must be in the original container indicating the contents, dosage, child’s full name and is within its expiry date.
-Medication provided does not contain aspirin.

-It is necessary to give this medication during the school day for the wellbeing of the child.
-No ‘home-made remedies’ will be accepted under this option.
-All medication should be collected at the end of the day/ week/ term as agreed in the ‘Parental agreement for school administration of medicine’.

Recording of medicines provided to children within the school and off site visits.
Each time a medicine is dispensed, the child’s ‘Individual Child Medicine Dispensing record’ will be filled in. This includes the administration date and time, amount given, staff member responsible and any comments/ side effects seen.

New policy notes

As this is a major change to the way medication has been available/ dispensed in Jesson’s CE Primary School, it is intended that it will be reviewed by the end of April 2020, by which time valuable comments can be sourced from staff, parent/ carers and other interested parties about this document.

Mrs. Susan Phipps, First Aid Officer, 9th September 2019.
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